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Economy drives almost everything related to cognition; least amount of effort for the maximal 

output. Language is a window into seeing the effects of economy in general.  In this talk, I will 

take you on a journey highlighting how the beginning stages of non-native multilingualism—

when bilinguals add another language to their repertoire in adulthood—provides very convincing 

evidence for the above statement.  We will see how the mind (linguistic parser) makes very 

quick, yet informed decisions on the basis of relatively little target L3 input juxtaposed against 

the grammars of the two previously acquired systems for the purposes of determining which of 

the two is transferred as initial linguistic L3 representations.  We will see that the majority of 

available research—via a meta-analysis of 64 experiments from the literature—supports the 

notion of typological/structurally comparative transfer from either the L1 or L2, whether 

facilitative or not, in line with the Typological Primacy Model (Rothman 2010, 2011, 2015).   In 

an effort to showcase where the field is going with innovative methodologies, I will finish the 

talk showcasing recent, ongoing work from my lab featuring EEG/ERP methods. 
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